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Orange Milkweed 1
Asclepias tuberosa \

Orange Milkweed is a vibrant orange wildflower native to
much of North America. It is known by many names, including
Butterfly Weed, Indian Paintbrush, Cheiger Flower, Canada

Root, Pleurisy Root, and many more!

Despite its most common nickname, “Butterfly Weed”,
it is actually an important pollinator plant that provides
nectar for butterflies, bees, and many other pollinators.

Like other members of the milkweed family, this plant
serves as a host plant for the caterpillars of many
butterfly and moth species. Unlike other milkweeds, its
fuzzy stems do not produce a milky sap when broken.

It grows best in sunny locations with dry, well-drained
soil and can tolerate hot, drought-like conditions once
established. This hardy perennial develops a deep
taproot that helps it survive in dry weather, but also
makes it very difficult to transplant.

Its colorful blooms brighten gardens and sunny
meadows from late spring through summer. In the
fall, its seed pods split open to release silky-haired
seeds that drift away on the wind, helping new
plants grow in other sunny spots.
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Growing Size:

Up to 3' tall
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Best Viewing Months:
April through September
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Fun Facts:

¢ Despite being
called “Butterfly |
Weed”, this plant
is pollinated \
primarily by bees
and wasps.

e The specific hues
of the blooms are
thought to be affected by ay,
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nutrients found in the soil. \_ \k
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« Historically, Native Americans and
European settlers used the boiled roots
to remedy intestinal disorders and
respiratory illness.

Pollinators:
Bees, Wasps, Butterflies and Moths

The Discovery Garden is full of
interesting native plants!
Scan this QR Code with your
smartphone or visit
visithandson.org/garden
to learn more!

The Discovery Garden is tended by the Northeast Tennessee Master Gardeners Association and area volunteers.



